SCHEME OF UNASSIGNED GRANTS TO

STATE OPEN UNIVERITIES

The Distance Education Council at its 13th Meeting held on 3rd July, 1997 considered and approved the modifications of the provisions of existing scheme of Unassigned Grants to State Open Universities.  The various components for which assistance will be proved under the revised scheme are:

1. Travel Grants  

i. Support to teachers and other academic staff in the State Open Universities for participation in International Conferences/Seminars/Symposia held abroad.

ii. Travel grant for Vice Chancellors for attending national and international professional conferences/workshops/seminars.  The scheme for international travel by the Vice Chancellor of SOUs has been modified by DEC at its Special Meeting held on 21.1.99.

iii. Travel grants to teachers and other academic staff in the State Open Universities for participation in professional conferences held within the country.

iv. International Travel fare  to teachers and other academic staff selected under International Collaboration Exchange Programme.

v. National/International travel grants to teaches and other academics for attending training programmes.

vi. Travel grants for teachers and other academic staff selected for academic exchange programmes between universities.

2. Publication Grants 
3. Grants for organistion of Seminars/Symposia/Workshops/Conferences of International/National/Regional/State level.
4. These grants will be sanctioned only to those universities which are eligible for development support from the Distance Education Council.
The quantum of grants:

The quantum of financial assistance that will be allocated to each university under the scheme will be on the basis of the following criteria:

Travel Grants

Rs. 2.5 lakhs per year to a university which has a strength of upto 50 teachers and other academic staff  
i. Rs. 3.5 lakhs per year to a university which has a strength of 51 to 100 teachers

 and other academic staff.

Publication Grants

a. Rs. 1.0 lakh per year to a university 

Grants for Seminars, etc.

i. Rs. 2.0 lakhs per year to University, which has a strength of upto 50 teachers and other academic staff

ii. Rs. 3.0 lakhs per year to University, which has a strength of upto 51 and above teachers and other academic staff

TRAVEL GRANTS

A. International Conferences –Conditions of Eligibility

1. (a)
Teachers and other academic staff working in an Open University on a scale of pay not lower than that of a Lecturer who are invited to attend international academic/professional conferences, seminars, symposia etc. organized by a University or a research institution on or other recognized agencies will be eligible for travel grants.  The level of the conferences, seminar, symposia and the status of the institution organising the conferences, etc. should be truly international and should contribute to the professional accomplishments of the participants.

(b) Only  those teachers and other academic staff who are invited to Present a Paper, 

chair a seminar/discussion, give a key note address or lead a seminar/discussion group will be eligible for the travel grant.

(c) Assistance under this scheme will be available to a person only once in three 

years.
2. Procedures

The University should notify this scheme and invite applications from teachers who intend to participate in international conferences.  Applications for travel grant should normally be made at least two months before the date of the conference. The applications should be accompanied by:

a. Three copies of the full text of the paper proposed  to be presented at the conference.

b. Brief details of the organisers, title of the programme, place and duration of the conference etc at which the paper is proposed to be presented and

c. A copy of the letter from the organisers inviting the participants to chair a session etc.

The decision of the University to sanction travel grant under this scheme should be based on the quality and suitability of the paper to be presented, the status of the host institution and the level of the programme.  Where necessary, arrangements may be made for the evaluation of the papers proposed to be presented. 

3. Pattern of assistance 

a. The university may meet 50% of the admissible expenditure on international travel, airport tax, maintenance and registration charges in respect of persons selected by it for assistance under the scheme.  The remaining 50% may be met by the University from its own funds or from grants from any other source.

b. Persons selected for financial assistance should travel by excursion category tickets in sectors by the cheapest available air ticket (in any case not exceeding Air India fare).  First class rail fare or actual bus fare will also be admissible for travel from the university headquarters to the nearest airport and back. 

c. Travel grants for Vice Chancellors for attending international conference/seminar symposia was modified by DEC at its Special Meeting held on 21.1.99.  The details are given in Section 12. 

d. Daily allowance/maintenance allowance may be paid at the rates admissible in Govt. of India.

The above rates will cover the expenditure on board, lodging, incidental expenses and internal travel within the country concerned.  Payment of maintenance expenditure should be made subject to the production of attested copy of the permit issued by the Reserve Bank of India allocating foreign exchange for the visit abroad.

4. Travel grants for conferences in India.

a. Teachers and other academic staff may be given a grant to cover their expenditure on travel and maintenance for participation in academic/professional conferences held within the country.

b. Grant for this purpose may be sanctioned once in a year.  The travel and daily allowances in these cases will be sanctioned according to the entitlement of the teacher/other academic staff concerned.

c. The University may satisfy itself that the papers proposed to be presented is of a quality that can be supported and that the level of the conference and status of the organisers are appropriate for the participation of its teachers. 

PUBLICATION GRANT

The publication grant can be utilised by the Universities for the following purposes.

a. To publish doctoral theses submitted by teachers and other academic staff of the University and approved by Universities and other institutions of higher learning.

b. Reports of research projects/occasional papers/seminars proceedings taken up by teachers and other academic staff of the University on themes which are relevant to distance education.

The quantum of grants:

The amount of financial assistance to be provided from the unassigned grant will be up to 50% of the total approved cost of production or Rs. 10,000/- whichever is less. 

The grant will be paid to the publisher and not to the author.

Procedures:

The application for financial assistance should be made by the author concerned normally within three years of the approval of the doctoral theses by the concerned university or finalistion of the report of a research project.  (This condition may be relaxed in the case  of teachers already working in the University on the recommendation of a Committee appointed by the Vice Chancellor).  The details required for examining the request might be prescribed by the University (the specimen copy of the attached application may be used for this purpose).

Evaluation of the these/report:

Before a grant is sanctioned the university shall have the theses/report evaluated by at least two expert about their suitability for publication.  On the basis of this evaluation, the University may provide appropriate financial assistance if the work is of a higher quality or decline any financial assistance or suggest the publication of an abridged and/or revised version with appropriate financial assistance.

The University may prescribe such other general conditions for sanctioning publication grants as it may consider necessary in respect of the following matters:

i. Agreement between   the publisher and the author;

ii. Approval of the agreement with the publisher;

iii. Pricing of the publication, etc.

iv. Acknowledgment of the financial support, time limit within which the work should be published etc.

GRANTS FOR SEMINAR ETC.

a. The unassigned grants can be utilised by a SOU for organistion of seminars. Symposia, workshops, e tc. And international/national/regional/state level conference.

b. The grants can be utilised to meet the following items of expenditure in connection with the organistion of seminars etc. 

(i) Boarding and lodging of outstation participation including resources persons.

(ii) Travel allowances and incidental expenses for outstation participants including resource persons.  In case of foreign participants, expenditure on internal travel only will be admissible.

(iii) Secretarial/clerical support including transport, postage, stationery etc,

(iv) Honorarium for the Directors of the programme and resource persons.  

(v) In the case of international conference, the University may utilise the grant provided the holding of the conference has been cleared by the Govt. of India.

(vi) The grant may be utilised for holding national/regional/state level conferences.

Quantum of grants:

The University may meet up 50% of the total expenditure on organistion of seminar, symposia, etc from the unassigned grant/.  The remaining 50% should be borne by the University from its own sources.

Matching Grant from State Open Universities:

The University shall make a provision in its annual budget to meet the 50% of its share in cases of international travel cost and expenditure on Conferences/Seminars/Workshops etc.

5. Travel Grant for Vice Chancellors for attending international conferences/seminar, symposia approved by DEC at its special meeting held on 21.1.99.

The DEC assistance toward expenditure on theVice Chancellors visit abroad to attend international Conferences would be 100% once in three years and per diem and other allowances will be as per Govt. of India rules.  However, where there is an International Conference of Executive Heads of University or International Conference of importance of distance education,  exceptions could be made in respect of this provision of once in three years with the prior approval of the Chairman, DEC and subject to the availability of funds under un-assigned grants scheme.

