SCHEME OF TRAVEL GRANT TO TEACHERS, OTHER ACADEMIC STAFF OF THE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE INSTITUTES OF CONVENTIONAL UNIVERSITIES FOR PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES/SEMINARS/SYMPOSIA, ETC., WITHIN THE COUNTRY AND ABROAD

INTRODUCTION

The Distance Education Council* considers and recognizes the importance of Research activities by Staff of CCIs for systemic growth and staff development.  The participation by  teachers and other academic staff in conference/seminars/symposia, etc held abroad and within the country is an important activity for such growth.  These conferences provide a significant opportunity to the participants to acquaint themselves with the latest developments in their fields of professionals interest and also to exchange experience and ideas with professionals and scholars working in those fields in various institutions in the country and abroad.

The Distance Education Council aims to encourage the participation of teachers, other academic staff of Correspondence Course Institutions in such conference/seminars etc.  The DEC will provide financial assistance for this purpose in the form of a travel grant.

ELIGIBILITY

All teachers, other academic staff of CCIs will be eligible for travel grant under the scheme, who are invited to:

· Deliver a key note address;

· Deliver an address/talk of not less than 30 minutes;

· Present a paper;

· Chair a session (without presenting a paper)

· Lead a seminar/discussion group;

· To make a poster presentation;

PATTERN OF ASSISTANCE

(A) Conference/Seminars etc. held in India

a. The travel grant for participation in conferences, seminars etc held within the country will include the cost of travel to the place of conference, and back.

b. Teachers, other academic staff will be eligible to claim TA/DA as per their entitlement.

c. However, if the organizers of the conference pay for board/lo9adge or pay travel cost, the amount so paid has to be refunded to the Distance Education Council.

d. If the participant has to pay a registration fee/delegation fee, the, the DEC may consider reimbursement of such fees.

(B) International Conferences

a. Travel grant for the purpose of participation in international conferences will cover 50% air travel by Economy Class by Air India.  In sectors where Air India does operate, passage should be booked through Air India. 50% of travel cost may be provided by the concerned University.

b. Wherever admissible excursion ticket facilities should be availed of.

c. I Class rail/2nd AC rail fare or actual bus fare will also be admissible for travel from the Headquarters to the nearest airport from which international flights take off and back.

d. Participants will be sanctioned daily allowance/maintenance allowance for international conferences as per UGC/Govt. rates for Travel Grants Scheme as accepted by DEC-IGNOU from time to time.

e. The above rates of daily allowance will cover expenditure on board lodging, incidental expenses and internal travel within the country visited.

f. In addition to the rates of daily allowances and other expenses, the registration fee/ delegation fee will also be paid by the DEC.

CONDITIONS

i. Travel grant under this scheme will be admissible to a teacher, other academic staff only once in a year for participation in a Conference within the Country and once in 3 years for a conference abroad.

ii. Teachers and other academic staff who are sanctioned travel grant to participate in conferences will be sanctioned academic leave for the days of the conference and the time taken for travel.

iii. If any assistance is received from the organizers or any other sources by the applicant, such grants will be adjusted against the total approved expenditure, and the balance grant will be refunded by the applicant, to the DEC.

TYPE OF CONFERENCES

The type of conference for which the Travel Grants is to be sanctioned may be specifically identified in the thrust areas of research policy of the DEC and related to the professional development of the applicant.

PROCEDURE:

i. Preparations for professional conferences, seminars etc are generally made several months in advance.  Invitations to present papers, chair sessions, leading discussions, etc. are also received well in advance.  It should therefore, be possible for the applicants who wish to avail of travel grant from the DEC to apply at least one month and four months in advance of the date of National Conference and International Conference respectively.

ii. Every application for a travel grant under this scheme should be made in the prescribed form and be accompanied by the following documents:

a. 6 copies of the full paper prepared for presentation at the Conference.

b. Name, place and dates of the conferences etc., at which the paper is proposed to be presented.

c. A copy of the letter from the Organizer of the conference accepting the paper for presentation as soon as it is received, or a copy of the letter of invitation from the organizers of the conference received by the teachers for participation in the conference etc.

iii. Applications received will be considered by a Screening Committee appointed by the DEC which shall consider each request and make its recommendations to the Chairman DEC for his consideration and its ratification by Distance Education Council.

iv. The person who has been sanctioned travel grant under this scheme shall submit a report covering the major themes discussed, the benefits derived etc. from his/her participation in the conference on his/her return.

v. The Screening Committee shall meet to consider the applications received for sanction of Travel Grant in case of International Conferences. An Internal Committee may be set up by the University and CCIs to scrutinize the papers from the point of view of their general tenor and interests to the concerned CCIs and Universities.

vi. Ordinarily, only one person from a University will be sanctioned travel grant for participation in international conference. However, an exception to this rule may be made in case of distance education related conferences.  In such conferences, the possibility of participation of more than one person might be considered.

vii. In sanctioning grants, as a general rule, those who have not been provided any support in the past will received preference subject to their fulfilling the conditions prescribed. 

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS:

As soon as the budget is finalized, the total provision made for the scheme should be divided between the National and International Conferences. 50% of the amount so marked for the International Conferences would be utilized for summer conferences (April-September) and the balance 50% for winter conferences (October-March).

RESOURCES:

The DEC will earmark a specific allocation in form of a Corpus fund of Rs.1.0 crore (Rupees one crore only) from its budget to finance this scheme every year.

